
Stand
Prayer of the Church
P:  Gathered by the love and remembrance of Jesus, we offer our prayers to God. … let us pray to the 
Lord,            C:  Lord, have mercy.

The Lord’s Prayer

Stripping of the Altar-Psalm 22-Lector:  Charlie Consolino

Worshippers leave in silence.
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Prelude

Announcements

Opening Hymn   “Abide with Me”  (LSB 878)

Stand
Invocation
P:  In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. C:  Amen.

Introit Psalm 116:1–5
P:  Gracious is the LORD, and righteous; our God is merciful.
C:  I love the LORD, because He has heard my voice and my pleas for mercy.
P:  Because He inclined His ear to me, therefore I will call on Him as long as I live.
C: The snares of death encompassed me; the pangs of Sheol laid hold on me;

I suffered distress and anguish.
P: Then I called on the name of the LORD: “O LORD, I pray, deliver my soul!”
C: Gracious is the LORD, and righteous; our God is merciful.

Confession and Absolution
P: People of God, we struggle against sin, death, and the power of the devil. We have 

intensified the struggle begun at Baptism to daily die with Christ and also to rise 
daily in Christ to live anew. In this struggle we have been reminded again that we are 
weak and Christ is strong. We need the forgiveness of our sins in order to live as the 
people God has called us to be.
(A time of silence is observed.)

P:  Assured of God’s love for us through our Baptism into Christ, we confess our sin 
against God and our neighbors, so that we enter these three days, so central to our 
faith, reconciled to God and to one another.

C: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We 
have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and 
by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we 
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and 
eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk 
in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.



P: The Word of God is living and active. Words of forgiveness spoken in the name of 
Jesus do what they say. Come, receive the forgiveness won for you by the blood of 
Jesus.

Salutation and Collect
P:  The Lord be with you.  C:  And with your spirit.
P: Let us pray: O Lord, in the wondrous Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper, You have left 

us a remembrance of Your passion. Grant that we may appreciate the sacred mystery 
of Your body and blood that the fruits of Your redemption may continually be 
manifest in us; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever.  C:  Amen.

Sit
Old Testament Reading   Exodus 12:1-14
The Lord said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt, “This month shall be for you the beginning 
of months. It shall be the first month of the year for you. Tell all the congregation of Israel that on the 
tenth day of this month every man shall take a lamb according to their fathers' houses, a lamb for a 
household. And if the household is too small for a lamb, then he and his nearest neighbor shall take 
according to the number of persons; according to what each can eat you shall make your count for the 
lamb. Your lamb shall be without blemish, a male a year old. You may take it from the sheep or from 
the goats, and you shall keep it until the fourteenth day of this month, when the whole assembly of the 
congregation of Israel shall kill their lambs at twilight. “Then they shall take some of the blood and 
put it on the two doorposts and the lintel of the houses in which they eat it. They shall eat the flesh 
that night, roasted on the fire; with unleavened bread and bitter herbs they shall eat it. Do not eat any 
of it raw or boiled in water, but roasted, its head with its legs and its inner parts. And you shall let 
none of it remain until the morning; anything that remains until the morning you shall burn. In this 
manner you shall eat it: with your belt fastened, your sandals on your feet, and your staff in your 
hand. And you shall eat it in haste. It is the Lord's Passover. For I will pass through the land of Egypt 
that night, and I will strike all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, both man and beast; and on all the 
gods of Egypt I will execute judgments: I am the Lord. The blood shall be a sign for you, on the 
houses where you are. And when I see the blood, I will pass over you, and no plague will befall you 
to destroy you, when I strike the land of Egypt. “This day shall be for you a memorial day, and you 
shall keep it as a feast to the Lord; throughout your generations, as a statute forever, you shall keep it 
as a feast.
P: This is the Word of the Lord.  C:  Thanks be to God.

Epistle Reading   I Corinthians 11:23-32
For I received from the Lord what I also delivered to you, that the Lord Jesus on the night when he 
was betrayed took bread,  and when he had given thanks, he broke it, and said, “This is my body, 
which is for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” In the same way also he took the cup, after supper, 
saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance 
of me.”  For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord's death until he 

comes.  Whoever, therefore, eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner will 
be guilty concerning the body and blood of the Lord.  Let a person examine himself, then, and so eat 
of the bread and drink of the cup.  For anyone who eats and drinks without discerning the body eats 
and drinks judgment on himself.  That is why many of you are weak and ill, and some have died. But 
if we judged ourselves truly, we would not be judged.  But when we are judged by the Lord, we are 
disciplined so that we may not be condemned along with the world.
P:  This is the Word of the Lord.  C:  Thanks be to God.

Stand
Holy Gospel Reading   Matthew 26:17-30 
Now on the first day of Unleavened Bread the disciples came to Jesus, saying, “Where will you have 
us prepare for you to eat the Passover?”  He said, “Go into the city to a certain man and say to him, 
‘The Teacher says, My time is at hand. I will keep the Passover at your house with my disciples.’”  
And the disciples did as Jesus had directed them, and they prepared the Passover.  When it was 
evening, he reclined at table with the twelve. And as they were eating, he said, “Truly, I say to you, 
one of you will betray me.” And they were very sorrowful and began to say to him one after another, 
“Is it I, Lord?”  He answered, “He who has dipped his hand in the dish with me will betray me.  The 
Son of Man goes as it is written of him, but woe to that man by whom the Son of Man is betrayed! It 
would have been better for that man if he had not been born.”  Judas, who would betray him, 
answered, “Is it I, Rabbi?” He said to him, “You have said so.”  Now as they were eating, Jesus took 
bread, and after blessing it broke it and gave it to the disciples, and said, “Take, eat; this is my body.”  
And he took a cup, and when he had given thanks he gave it to them, saying, “Drink of it, all of you,  
for this is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins.  I tell 
you I will not drink again of this fruit of the vine until that day when I drink it new with you in my 
Father's kingdom.” And when they had sung a hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives.
P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.  C:  Praise to You, O Christ.

Profession of Faith   The Nicene Creed

Hymn of the Day  “O Living Bread from Heaven”  (LSB 642)

Sermon “The Apostles, The Servant Leaders” John 13:2-5, 14 & 15
During supper, when the devil had already put it into the heart of Judas Iscariot, Simon's son, to 
betray him,  Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into his hands, and that he had come 
from God and was going back to God, rose from supper. He laid aside his outer garments, and taking 
a towel, tied it around his waist. Then he poured water into a basin and began to wash the disciples' 
feet and to wipe them with the towel that was wrapped around him.  For I have given you an example, 
that you also should do just as I have done to you.

Hymn “Lord Help Us Walk the Servant Way” (LSB 857)




