
 

 

The Epistle  June 
“Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his might. 

Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be able  

to stand against the schemes of the devil.”  Ephesians 6:10-11 
 

Dear Friends and Members of St. Paul’s, 
 

 For all of June and half of July I am going to be presenting a  

sermon series titled “Equipped, the armor of God for everyday struggles.”  

This series will look at the how each part in the armor of God can assist 

us in spiritual warfare.  We live in a world that either minimizes the nature 

of evil or is fixated by such things. Thankfully 

God in his Word takes the evil one seriously  

and quickly centers us on Jesus Christ,   

who has and will defeat all things evil.    

 To supplement this sermon series all 

are invited to pick up the book Equipped, 

by Christopher Kennedy, in the church  

entryway (narthex).   

 Leading up to each sermon,  

individuals are encouraged to read a 

chapter in the book and use the prayers 

and Bible verses in the back of the book for 

their daily devotions. Have a blessed  

summer. 

Yours in Christ,  

Pastor Krenz  
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St. Paul’s Lutheran Church Mission Statement: 

Proclaim Christ, 

 Teach Christ’s Word and Reflect Christ’s Love to All! 

Summer Sermon Series:   

For seven weeks, starting June 2nd - Pick up a copy of the book, 

Equipped, The Armor of God for Everyday Struggles  

based on Ephesians 6:10-20.    

June 2nd- The Belt of Truth: Ephesians 6:14a  & John 8:32 

June 9th- The Breastplate of Righteousness: Ephesians 6:14b & Isaiah 61:10  

June 16th- The Shoes of Peace: Ephesians 6:15  & John 14:27 

June 23rd- The Shield of Faith: Ephesians 6:16 & Hebrews 11:1 

June 30th- The Helmet of Salvation: Ephesians 6:17a &  Isaiah 12:2   

July 7th- The Sword of the Spirit: Ephesians 6:17b  & Hebrews 4:12 

July 14th- The Gift of Prayer: Ephesians 6:18  & Colossians 4:2 



 

 

 

Summer Worship Schedule:   

Our Summer 9am Worship 

Schedule runs from  

June 2nd to September 1st.  

Summer Sunday Morning  

Adult Bible Class Schedule:   
10:15am-11am.   

Every Sunday except July 14th  

and August 11th.     

(Topics TBD)  

Summer Children’s/High School   

Sunday School Schedule:  
10:15am-11am.    

June 16th, 23rd, & 30th 

July 21st & 28th 

August  18th & 25th 

Eve's Restoration  

Home Update:  
 

Thank you for all the  

continued support of  

Eve's Restoration Home.  

Our board of directors have been  

meeting monthly to structure the  

organization.  
We plan to be an official  

non-profit this summer!  

Our next newsletter update  

will be released in June  

as well as a new prayer request sheet.  
 

If you would like to receive  

email updates from us-  

feel free to contact  

Amanda Douglas at  

evesrestorationhome@gmail.com  

June Dates:   6/5  6/12  6/19 
1st & 3rd Wednesdays - 1:30-3pm   

2nd Wednesday - 4-6 pm 

Current Pantry 

Needs:   

brownie mix,  canned fruit,  

toothpaste, toilet paper 

Call 281-4600 for assistance  

on all other days. 
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2024 VBS 

Celebrate 

the Savior!  
June 10th-14th 

9 am to 12 pm  

at St. Paul's  

Lutheran Church.  
 

Anyone willing to be an “extra set 

of hands” - come on by! 
 

If you or someone you know might be able to 

help please email Carleigh at  
carleigh.ottwell@gmail.com or text 618-719-9307.   

 

Registration open: https://vbsmate.com/

events/StPaulsColumbia/28392  

Pick up VBS 

brochures in 

the Narthex for 

friends, family, 

and neighbors. 

Sunday, July 14th  

the congregation and 

friends of the congregation 

are invited to a church  

picnic at the main pavilion 

in Bolm- Schuhkraft Park.  

The Stewardship Committee will provide 

the sandwiches and drinks. Members 

are asked to bring side dishes to share. 

Please sign up in the church entryway if 

you are attending. 

June 17 =Newsletter Deadline  

(3rd Monday) 
Usually the 3rd Monday of most months.  

Send articles, photos, etc. to  

secretary@stpauls-lcms.org  

-Thank you for your help!  

Deadline for  
submissions 

2 



 

 

 
 

 Tulips graced our tables at our May 2nd meeting in the Fellowship 

Hall. Nancy Radentz led us with a devotion entitled “Begin with God:   

So We Can Love Others” and with the common table prayer.  

We enjoyed our lunches prepared by The Abbey as well as the 

desserts and drinks provided by our hostesses. Pastor presented a 

thought-provoking topic on “The What's and Why’s of Lutheran 

Public Worship.”  

 LWML news and committee reports were presented during 

our business meeting. We will meet again on June 6th at 11:30 am 

in the Fellowship Hall.  A representative from the House of  

Neighborly Service is planning to speak at this meeting. Marilyn 

Miller and Doris Mathews are scheduled to be our hostesses. 
 

LWML News    

1) We will be making salt dough ornament favors at Holy Cross, Wartburg on Saturday, June 22nd 

beginning at 9:00 a.m.  Many hands are welcomed to help!  We are preparing them for the SID 

Convention.   

2) The SID Convention is being planned for September 13-14, 2024. Our Metro South Zone and the 

Upper Kaskaskia Zone are the cohosts at Christ our Rock Lutheran High School, Centralia. 
 

You are welcome to join us anytime at our meetings, events, service projects, or just to visit!  

For more information about Mailbox Membership or other events, contact Wanda at 618-281-4691. 
 

 

Comforts of Love Quilters-Tuesdays  

Quilters meet Tuesdays from 9 am to 10:30 am.  

Please join us! We have “sew” much fun! Thank you for all your support!  

LWML/LADIES LEAGUE 

The Epistle   June 2024 

Generally meets on the third Monday of each month.  

Please join us in  June (6/17) at 6:30 in the Fellowship Hall.   
 

Women’s Ministry hosts Church Potluck Luncheons on 4th 

Sunday of the month. Watch the Sunday Announcements for the next Luncheon. 3 

LWML Mission Statement  
As Lutheran Women in Mission,  

we joyfully proclaim Christ,  

support missions,  

and equip women to honor God  

by serving others. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

(10-10-80) 
This old principle has served people well for years. There is nothing radical or complicated about the 

principle of giving God the first 10 percent (a tithe), saving the next 10 percent and adjusting our  

lifestyles so we can live on the remaining 80 percent. How much we give, save and spend speaks  

volumes about us as people. 
 

Give 10 percent 
The 10-10-80 principle applies biblical principles of giving. When we give our first 10 percent to God, 

we give the Lord our firstfruits and give proportionately. Prov. 3:9 reads, “Honor the Lord with your 

wealth and with the firstfruits of all your produce.” God directs us to give Him the firstfruits from all we 

receive. As faithful stewards, we willingly respond to Him with our gifts out of love and commitment  

because we know He first loved and gave so much to us. We acknowledge God to be the Creator 

and Provider of all things. Consequently, we are simply returning to Him what He has already given to 

us. Paul wrote: “What do you have that you did not receive?” (1 Cor. 4:7 ESV).  
 

Proportionate or percentage giving gives all Christians an equal privilege and 

opportunity to share in extending God’s kingdom. Since God blesses us in  

different ways and amounts, the sizes of our gifts will vary. “For if the readiness is 

there, [the gift] is acceptable according to what a person has, not according 

to what he does not have” (2 Cor. 8:12 ESV). The person giving $100 from $1,000 

of income is giving proportionately just as someone earning $100,000 gives 

$10,000. We can give proportionately whether we are rich or poor.   
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OOPS – Wear Your T-Shirt 

Did you get your St. Paul’s T-Shirt yet?  If not, why 

not?  If so, have you worn it yet? The purpose  

behind our T-shirt project (like our yard signs) is to 

remind ourselves and others we are part of a  

Christian church family “Sending Love & Hope 

Through Jesus.”  So, get one if you haven’t got one 

yet.  They’re displayed in the narthex right now 

and they’re free although a $10 donation is  

suggested.  Be INTENTIONAL and wear yours, if you 

have one—to special events like VBS (June 10-14), 

like the 4th of July and other community events, like 

the church picnic (July 14), like Rise Against Hunter 

(August 11).  Be INTENTIONAL and wear it to the 

grocery store, the doctor, McDonalds, the pool, 

the park, etc.  Smile with pride and joy and say  

“I belong to St. Paul’s too” whenever you’re  

out-and-about and run into someone else who too 

is being INTENTIONAL.      

 

That’s this month’s less-than-perfect  

Outreach OPportunity Suggestion  

from your Board Of Christian Outreach.   
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June 2024 



 

 

Connor Crank, Graycie Luberda, Campbell Ottwell, 

Kaylee Grandt, Ava Douglas, and Brooke Quevreaux  

June 9th- after the 9AM service Middle School and High 

School Youth can stay after and decorate the sidewalks 

with chalk for VBS. Pizza will be provided. 

June 10th thru June 14th= VBS 

June 30th High School Life Night 
  

July  Potential event at Perry County historic event 

July 14th- Church Picnic 

Potential trustee project at church 
  

August 11th- Rise Against Hunger Event 

Back to school ice cream social 

2024 Youth Event Calendar 

The Epistle   June 2024 
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Sunday School Schedule: 10:15am-11am.    

June 16th, 23rd, & 30th 

July 21st &  28th 

August  18th & 25th 

Childrens Message on May 5th at Confirmation Service 

Confirmation Questioning 

Confirmation 

 May 5, 2024 

Summer Children’s/

High School   
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Our last day of preschool was  

bittersweet. While several students will be 

returning this fall for their second year with 

us, the remainder will be moving on to kindergarten.  It’s always hard to say 

goodbye to those students.  We wish them well and we will certainly miss them!   
 

 Similar to many children at the end of the school year, we too are looking 

forward to our summer break! Summer is a time to relax, refresh and recharge 

for the next school year.  We hope everyone takes time to relax and refresh a 

bit.  It is good for the soul! Enjoy your Summer!  We will return in the fall! 
 

Ms. Shelly & Ms. April 
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In regard to activities, things tend to slow down here during the summer.    

Granted, there is VBS (June 10th-14th), a church picnic (July 14), and a 

number of events in August, but in regard to weekly activities, things less-

en.  However, we still gather weekly to receive the Lord's everlasting gifts 

in worship, and this gives you a chance to take additional time to medi-

tate on God’s Word.   Here are a few ways that could happen.   
  

1. Start reading the Portals of Prayer devotionals along with the suggested   

Scripture readings . (These are available in the front entrance of the church.) 
 

2.  Read a Proverb a day (There are thirty one of them, so this is very easy to do 

in regard to your month.) 
 

3. Use the Equipped book available in the narthex and read a chapter a week 

on a  particular part in the armor of God. In addition, go to the back of the 

book and mediate on Bible verses and prayers found in the “Storehouse of  

Spiritual Weaponry.”  
  

4. Have a Daily devotional sent to your email  via Lutheran Hour Ministries even 

the national LWML.  Go to Devotions - Lutheran Women's Missionary League 

(lwml.org)  or go to Subscribe to Daily Devotions : Lutheran Hour  

Ministries (lhm.org). 
 

5. Read through half or all the Psalms this summer. (Pick up your copy of  

Summer in the Psalms Reading Plan in the Narthex.) 
 

6. Use a new meal prayer:  For example..."Lord Jesus Christ be thou our guest, 

our morning joy our evening rest, and with thy daily bread impart thy love and 

peace to every heart." 
 

7.  Make worship part of your vacation plans. You can easily find the nearest   

Lutheran church via the LCMS church locator. 

Adult Education 
 

 

Tuesday Men’s Bible Study 
Meet w/ us at 7:15 am in the Narthex. All men welcome. 

We are studying the Old Testament, Epistle and Gospel 

readings for the following Sunday. 
 

Wed. Women’s Bible Study  
Wednesdays with Nancy, on hiatus until Fall. 
 

Fridays, Once a Month   
It’s MATTHEW’S GOSPEL in 2024.  We’re going to be  

studying the Gospel of Matthew in our second Friday of 

the month Not Just for  Couples Bible Study Group.  Our 

next class will be on Friday, May 10th at 6:30 p.m. in the 

fellowship hall.  Before class preparation is strongly  

encouraged. Adults of any age are welcome.   

Please contact Pastor Sievers (314-882-2097) or  
(pastorsievers@yahoo.com) for more information. 
 

 

Summer Sundays Adult Bible Study   
Starting Sunday June 5th the Sunday Bible Study will meet 

after the 9 am service throughout the summer. In the 

month of June we will be encouraging our members to 

wear their name tags, and following the June 2nd worship 

service there will be a time of fellowship and refreshments 

in the narthex (church entryway). The adult Bible Study will 

meet every Sunday with the exception of June 2nd,  

July 14th and August 11th. Watch the announcements 

and Pastor’s email for updates on the weekly topics. 
 

Adult Membership Class  
I will be starting a new adult membership class. This is a 

class that covers the foundations of the Christian faith 

from a Lutheran perspective.  If you or someone you know 

might be interested in this 10 week class please contact  

Pastor Krenz at 618-363-0121 or email/call the church  

office.   

Pastoral  
Ponderings 

The Epistle   June 2024 
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Pastoral Ponderings  A Devotional “Restart”   
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