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November 2025 Newsletter Article 
 

Sally called her daughter to let her know a company had just installed an alarm system on her house.   
It was complete with motion sensors, door sensors, window sensors, a panic button, and even glass  
breakage sound sensors. Sally remarked, “After the rash of break-ins in the neighborhood lately, I 
Installed this to give me peace of mind. But now that I have all these protections in place, I almost feel 
captive in my home, not feeling safe to go outside anymore.” 
 

Sally’s experience is what happens when we focus our lives merely on “protecting what is ours.”  God has 
not given us blessings to store them, but to use them.  With his blessings, we bless our families, and we 
bless ministries so that the life of Jesus is shared in our communities and world.  While there is no harm 
in taking precautions in an often dangerous world, our hope is not found in those precautions.  We never 
want those precautions to take the place of active blessings. 
 

That same thing is true about putting together our Christian Estate Plans.  It is easy to get caught up in 
all the “what-ifs” of life, trying to protect against them that in the end we lose our focus on blessing the 
next generation with Jesus.  Your LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor can help. 
Contact Scott Radden @ 618-977-4049 or scott.radden@lfnd.org 

Catechism Ponderings -
The Third Commandment 
 
Remember the Sabbath 
day by keeping it holy. 
 

What does this mean? 
 

We should fear and love 
God so that we do not 
despise preaching and His 
Word but hold it sacred 
and gladly hear and learn it. 
Imagine having a friend 
where the communication 
went only one direction. 
You always talked, and 
your friend only listened.  
My hunch is, this sort of 
friendship would not last, 
because good relationships 
involve both listening and 
talking.  To refuse God’s 
Word that comes to us in a 
spoken, read, and  
sacramental way in public 
worship is essentially  
saying, “God, this  
relationship we have  

happens on my terms and not on Your terms.”    
It is certainly good for us to receive God’s Word 
and speak to God outside of public worship 
through personal devotions, prayer, and group  
Bible studies.  Yet, most of us are not disciplined 
and focused enough to spend an hour plus hearing 
God’s Word, praying, singing, and reflecting on the 
God who is so good to us.  In addition, if we  
continually miss worship, we also miss out on the 
blessings of the Lord’s Supper.   May the Lord help 
each of us hold his word sacred, and gladly hear 
and learn it! 

Pastoral  
Ponderings 
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In appreciation:   

Thank you so much for the 

generous Visa gift card 

you sent in honor of Pastor 

Appreciation Month.  It’s 

been a true blessing to 

serve in this congregation 

over the past seven years, 

and- God willing- Lisa and I 

hope to stay here for some 

time to come. We’d be 

delighted to welcome you 

to a  
Congregation  

Thank-You Open House  

at our home on 
Sunday, December 14th 

from 4–6 PM. 

May the God of all hope 

continue to bless each  

of you richly as you  

continue to serve the  

Savior who never ceases 

to serve us.  

-Pastor and Lisa       

Our Mission Statement:  
To Provide Parenting Resources & 

Christ-Centered Spiritual Care in 

a Residential Setting, to Mothers 

Whose Children are Currently in 

Foster Care, Empowering Them to Rebuild & Reunite Their 

Families. 

DID YOU KNOW . . .  

Eve’s Restoration 

Ministries is a  

start-up non-profit 

501(c)(3)  

organization  

affiliated with  

our church?  

DID YOU KNOW . . . 

as a charitable  

organization,  

your gift is  

tax-deductible. 

DID YOU KNOW . . . 

our 2025 goal is to 

raise 55,000.00.  

So far, we are at 

$41,000.00.  

Amanda Douglas   314-221-6700 or  

evesrestorationhome@gmail.com 

UPCOMING 
      Our  

    friends at  

    St. Paul’s  

         will have the 

 opportunity  

 to support  

 Eve’s Restoration 

  Ministries 

  through a  

  GIVING 

    TREE.   

            It will be  

  located in 

    the  

    narthex 

  from  

  Nov 28th 

     through 

   Dec 31st.  
 

Please consider  

participating by choosing 

an ornament with a  

specific dollar amount  

as your gift. 
 

STATISTIC 
There are over 50 children 

in foster care in Monroe 

County.  
 

EDUCATION FACT 
Eve’s Restoration Ministries’ 

goal will be to provide a 

safe environment where 

mothers of children in fos-

ter care can work through 

their struggles and gain the 

ability to take care 

of themselves and their 

children with a Lutheran 

(LCMS) approach.   

Together, we can empower mothers to rebuild and reunite their families!  

mailto:evesrestorationhome@gmail.com


 

 

Preschool News November 2025  
We continue soaking up all the beauty this season brings! The children have loved  
exploring our fall-themed centers and are eagerly looking forward to our upcoming  
Fall Class Party. This year, we are excited to have the Ladies League join the fun  
as they will be handing out treats to the preschoolers as they trick-or-treat in 
the Sunday School rooms. We are so thankful for their offering to participate 
and blessing the little ones with smiles and treats during our celebration! 
With Thanksgiving just around the corner, we’re taking time to pause and be 
thankful for all the blessings in our lives. We’ll end the month with our annual 
Thanksgiving Feast, a special tradition for our students and their families.  
The celebration features a short singing program for the families, followed by a time of  
fellowship and a tasty feast prepared with help from the children. 
And, as we continue our thankfulness, we would like to extend heartfelt thanks to: 

 The Columbia Volunteer Fire Department for their fun and educational visit during Fire Safety Week. 

 Thrivent members for generously donating Choice Dollars to support our preschool. 

 The Ladies League for handing out treats to our preschoolers as part of our Fall class party. 

 Our preschool families who have volunteered to help with our Fall Class Party. 

 St. Paul’s Lutheran Church and the Board of Education for their ongoing encouragement and support. 

 Everyone who cast a vote for our preschool’s scarecrow in Main Street’s Scarecrow Crawl! 
 

We are truly grateful for this season of learning, laughter, and community.  

Watching the children grow, explore, and share kindness with others is a joy and a blessing 

every day. - Preschool Director, Shelly Augustin 

November Jesus Lessons  
God Protects Moses 
Moses and Pharaoh 

Thanksgiving and Blessings 

The Epistle   November 2025 
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On Saturday, November 8, 

Trinity is hosting a  

"Parenting the Prodigals" 

retreat from 9-3.   
Our guest speaker will be Paula from 

Faith Family Reunion, a non-profit 

that is run by LCMS pastors and  

laypeople.  The retreat will focus on 

comforting those who mourn having 

a family member outside the 

Church, as well as working together 

on sharing the gospel of Jesus with 

their non-churched family  

members.    

“Give thanks to the 
Lord, for He is 
good; His love  

endures forever.”  
-Psalm 107:1 

Sunday, Nov. 2:  
Martin Ott Pipe Organ 40th Anniversary 

Concert at 3 p.m. at Immanuel Lutheran 

Church, Waterloo. Guest Organists are  

Sarah Koester and Justin Tayon.  

There will also be bell and vocal choirs.  

A light reception will follow the concert.  



 

 

Youth 8th -12th grade   
Sundays: 9:25—10:15 am 

In the Loft upstairs 

High  
School  
Youth  
Lock-In  
Nov 7-8 
7pm-8am  
Bring a friend! 
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Tuesday Men’s Bible Study    

Meet w/ us at 7:15 am in the Narthex. All men  

welcome. We have been looking at the Weekly  

Scriptures in the Worship Service. 
 

Ladies Bible Study w/ Nancy  

10 to 11 am  Wednesdays  - SS room at end of hall 

Study this year:  Book of Hebrews 

Call Nancy Radentz or email her for more  

information. 618-340-2995  donan9@sbcglobal.net 
 

Fridays, Once a Month : NUMBERS in 2025   

Old Testament book of NUMBERS  

one Friday night each month.  

Our next meeting will take place on November 7th. 
We will not meet in December.    

Pastor Sievers: 314-882-2097  
 

Sunday Morning Adult Bible Class:9:25 am to 10:15  
Luke/Learning to share our faith- Join us on Sunday  

mornings from 9:15-10:15 as we continue to walk 

through the book of Luke,    

Sundays: 9:05 - 9:25 am    Fellowship Together - All Ages welcome!  
before Bible Study and Sunday School!  

Meet in the Fellowship Hall!  
Sunday School Schedule 

SS hour is 9:25 to 10:15 am. 
In the month of November, the  

Sunday School children will be learning about detailed 

accounts of Jesus' life. He reveals Himself through His 

teaching, miracles, power, and acts of mercy. Through 

these 5 Gospel lessons, we are reminded of who Jesus 

came to earth to save - ALL! 

He doesn't just perform miracles, show forgiveness, or 

call upon the rich or righteous. No! He reaches out to 

the sick, the untrustworthy, and the people with a  

wavering faith. Jesus offers us new life, forgiveness,  

healing and hope to all who believe in Him. 
 

The Born-Again Truth - Jesus Teaches Nicodemus John 3:1-21 

Living Water - Jesus Teaches the Samaritan Woman John 4:1-22 

The Poolside Sign - Jesus Heals at Bethesda              John 5:1-17 

The Matthew Matter - Jesus Calls Matthew                 Matthew 9:9-13 

A Water Wonder - Jesus Walks on Water                Matthew 14:22-23 
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Adult Bible Education 
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OOPS – It’s Your Turn?  
Writing OOPSes (Outreach OPportunity Suggestions) 
for each newsletter is a little bit like a shoe 
salesman bringing out a new pair of shoes for a 
customer to try on without knowing his or her size 
or favorite shoe styles.  Will they appeal to any of 
you?  Will you try them on if they do?  Will they 
fit you comfortably after you wear them a bit?   
Will you keep wearing them the next time the Holy 
Spirit alerts you to an opportunity to share your 
faith in a conversation with someone saved or  
unsaved?  It’s hit or miss, isn’t it?  But, you’re 
reading this aren’t you?  So, here’s this month OOPS 
from your Board of Christian Outreach—IT’S YOUR 
TURN--Search your heart and trust the Holy Spirit 
to give you a new or old OOPS outreach suggestion—
something you already know fits your person and 
gifts, something you’ve thought about saying or  
doing because someone’s soul is on your mind—and 
then DO IT if the Holy Spirit says so!!!                                   
   

That’s this month’s OOPS  
from your Board of Christian Outreach. 
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Church Considers Cell Tower Proposal To Support Community Connectivity 
Our church leadership is currently reviewing a proposal to install a cell phone 
tower on church property. This opportunity has come through discussions with a 
telecommunications provider seeking to improve network coverage in our area. 

Why This Matters 
Improved cell coverage would benefit not only churchgoers but also the broader community by 
enhancing signal strength, call reliability, and data access in surrounding neighborhoods. 
Many rural and suburban areas still face gaps in reliable service, and this installation 
could play a part in closing that digital divide. 
Stewardship and Support 
Beyond improved connectivity, the lease agreement for the tower would generate steady income 
for the church of $700 per month with an inflation rider would be included in any agreement. 
These funds could help support ministries, outreach programs, building maintenance, or other 
mission-related activities—further enabling us to serve our congregation and neighbors. 
Next Steps 
The church council is carefully evaluating the proposal and would plan to bring this to a  
congregational vote, taking into account technical, legal, aesthetic, and environmental  
considerations. We are also committed to transparency and welcome questions or concerns from 
our congregation and community. 
Your Voice Matters 
If you have questions or concerns, please submit them to the church office and each question 
 will be read and addressed at an upcoming Voter's meeting. 
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LADIES LEAGUE/ LWML 
 Our monthly meeting was held on October 2.  Nancy Radentz led the devotion entitled “Serve the Lord with 

Gladness.” After the common table prayer, we had our luncheon provided by Café on the Abbey.  Thank you Sandy 

Roessler for arranging that.  After lunch, Pastor handed out worksheet with Bible verses and questions for us to answer 

as he led us through  “A Biblical look at the blessings and challenges that come from God’s gift of money.” 

LWML and committee reports were given during our business meeting.  

 Wanda Gross and Sandy Roessler volunteered for the nominating committee for our VP and Treasurer positions. 

Wanda gave a report stating what the VP and treasurer duties were.  

 Confirmation friends cards were handed out to those members that wanted a confirmation prayer friend.  

 Pastor said the LWML received several memorials from Pasty Powell-thank you.   

 Our card Ministry sent out a number of Thinking of You/Get Well/Encouragement cards as well as Sympathy cards 

over the past month.   

 The decorating committee and members will be decorating the church on Oct 22 for the fall season.  We would 

like to thank Mr. Mel Stuckmeyer for supplying the pumpkins again. On Oct 30 we will meet in the Sunday School 

rooms to have the Pre school children come by and trick or treat.  

 Pastor Krenz received a card and check for Pastor appreciation month.  We so appreciate his leadership and  

dedication to our church and our organization.   

 Thank you to our hostesses Deb Eischer and Cindy Troup. 

LWML upcoming events:  

1) Zone Fall Workshop at Holy Cross Wartburg on November 15 from 08:30 to closing remarks after lunch.   

2) An ingathering to Phil’s Friends will be held. Care Cards will be made and collected.  At our meeting each    

member was given a Care Card to complete and hand in at our November meeting. There is NO registration fee 

for this event. 

ALL ladies in the church are invited to this event and to our monthly  

meetings. Monthly mtgs are on the first Thursday of the month,  

at 11:30am in the fellowship hall.  

If you have questions please contact Jane E Stumpf at 314-852-8776. 

October 5 was LWML Sunday.   

The church pews were adorned with the beautiful quilts made by our  

Quilting Ladies.  We had an information table set up with pictures and  

pamphlets and mite boxes.  Each child received a mite box and a penny 

after Pastor Krenz’s children’s message. 

Christmas Poinsettias  

 Ordering Deadline: Nov. 16  

To be guaranteed that we 

receive 5-bloom poinsettia 

plants in time for the  

Christmas season, Order your 

Christmas poinsettias in Honor 

or Memory of loved ones  

by Sunday, November 16th. 

Poinsettias will be $7.  

Pick up Pink order forms in 

Narthex, and place forms 

and payment in basket. 

Checks may be made  

payable to:  

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church. 

Thank you!  

Contact Marianne May  

with questions at  

618-281-8622. 

LWML Mission Statement As Lutheran Women in Mission, we joyfully proclaim Christ,  

support missions, and equip women to honor God by serving others. 
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            Are you interested in providing fresh flowers for our church sanctuary  

 in memory or honor or thanksgiving of a special occasion?   

If so, there is a FLOWER CHART posted near the stairs/mailboxes listing the  

calendar year.  We will be posting the calendar for 2026 in December.  

Sign your name on the Sunday that you would like to reserve.  Call Pam Haberl 

(618-363-0862)  at least a week in advance to place your order and discuss 

date for the flowers to be delivered to the church, what kind/color of the  

arrangements, and the cost.  You will pay the florist prior to delivery date.  

Remember to call the church office to let us know what words to list in the 

week’s announcement folder. (There is an informational sheet posted next to the chart also.)  

A. Sign up on Chart B. Call phone number listed to order flowers 

C. Notify Church Office   D. Decide when you would like to pick up your arrangement 

Pick up after the 10:30 service on Sunday or you may leave them through the 

following Monday evening service.  Bring your own flower vases or containers 

for you to transport home, as the vases they are displayed in must remain at    

  church. Call Marianne May (618-281-8622) with any questions you might 

 have, and also to let her know your plan for pickup. 



 

 

Mark Your Calendars…   Saturday, November 22nd 

Boy Scout Food Drive Collection and Sort 

Trucks/Drivers/Unloaders/Sorters Needed 

Watch for Details & Sign Up in Narthex 
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Comforts of Love Quilters-Tuesdays  
Quilters meet Tuesdays from 9 am -10:30 am   

Please join us! We have “sew” much fun! 

Thank you for all your support! Questions? 

contact Marianne May or Marilyn Snider. 

Deadline for Submissions  
(articles, photos, calendar updates)  

for December 2025 Newsletter: 11/17 

 Sunday 8 am    Sunday 10:30 am Monday 6:30 pm 

November 2 and 3 David Greatting & Toby Search Scott Peery 

November 9 and 10 Mark Eischer & Charlie Consolino Glenn Grebing 

November 16 and 17 Scott Moeslein & Levi Ottwell Roger Stechmesser 

November 23 and 24 David Greatting & Toby Search Scott Peery 

November 27  Thanksgiving Day 9 am David Greatting & Charlie Consolino 

Nov 30 and Dec 1 Mark Eischer & Levi Ottwell Glenn Grebing 

Dec 3rd Advent  Advent:       11 am Bob Thoma & 6 pm Levi Ottwell  

December 7 and 8 Davod Greattomg & Toby Search Scott Peery 

Dec 10th Advent Advent:          11 am Toby Search & 6 pm Mark Eischer 

December 14 and 15 Mark Eischer & Charlie Consolino Glenn Grebing 

Dec 17th Advent Advent:        11 am Bob Thoma & 6 pm Levi Ottwell 

December 21 and 22 Scott Moeslein &  Levi Ottwell Bob Thoma 

Dec 24 Christmas Eve Christmas Eve:      3 pm David Greatting & 6 pm Scott Peery 

Dec 25 Christmas Day Christmas Day:             9 am Charlie Consolino 

December 28 and 29 Mark Eischer &  Bob Thoma Glenn Grebing 

Dec 31 New Year’s Eve New Year’s Eve:       5 pm Scott Moeslein 

Tell us about your family? 
We are the Kenney family:  
Jeff, Janet, and Ali.  Tori, Ben, 
Ezlyn, and Aria Rockwell (oldest 
daughter and her family who 
presently reside in Albuquerque, 
NM).  We live in Freeburg, IL. 
We came to St. Paul's in  
Columbia due to having family 
that attend here (Schickedanzs, Luedemanns).  We did 
attend at St. Paul's in New Athens.   After 40 years our 
pastor retired and we decided it was time to make a 
change. We changed our membership here to St. Paul's 
because we feel like we belong here.  Everyone has been 
so welcoming. 

What do you do when you are not at church? 
Our family enjoys traveling, gardening, and spending 
time in our pool.  We also spend as much time with our 
two granddaughters as we can. 

What Bible verses or hymns have influenced 

your faith life? 
Corinthians 13:13  

“And now these three remain:  faith, hope, and love. 
But the greatest of these is love.”   

This has been a favorite of mine for many years and was 
used in our wedding ceremony 37 years ago. 

Janet & Jeff Kenney 

Monday evenings at St. Paul’s… 

5:15 pm Adult Choir  

6:30 pm Divine Service 

 

 

Wednesday evenings at St. Paul’s:   

4 & 6 pm Jr. Confirmation   

 

&  6:30 pm  

Handbell Choir  

November/

December   

ELDERS 

Schedule 
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Sunday,  
November 2

nd 

Fall Back one 
hour for Daylight 

Savings Time.  

MONTHLY: 1st  & 3rd Wednesdays: 1:30 -3 pm 2nd Wednesday: 4-5:30 pm 

Call 281-4600 for assistance on all other days. 

November Wednesdays:  November 5, 12, & 19 

1st & 3rd Wed - 1:30-3pm  2nd Wed - 4-5:30 pm 

 

Current Pantry Needs:   

Applesauce, Hamburger 

Helper & Cereal 



 

 

“My Kingdom is not of this World” John 18:36  
Friends and Members of St. Paul’s,   
It will come as a shock to no one that we are living in a strange and  
difficult political environment.  Our government has been shut down, and 
our country seems to be more divided than ever. As people claimed by Christ 
and part of his church, I would encourage you to avoid two extremes.  
The first is total disengagement. We are called to love our neighbors in 
all areas of life, including at home, school, work, church, and community.  
It is tempting only to see our neighbor in a few of the above places and 
forget about the rest. While it is true that doing what is best for our 
neighbor in our community, our country, our state, and our county seems so 
ineffective compared to doing what is best for them at home, in our church, 
at school, and at work. The truth is, God has placed us in this county, 
state, country, and world to do what is best for our distant neighbor.   
With that in mind it is good to pray for our civic leaders and contact 
those in the government with our views on how best to serve our neighbor. 
In other words, be engaged.  
The second extreme to avoid is to think this political party, government or 
other various earthly kingdoms are the be all and end all. The fact is, we 
are part of the kingdom of heaven, and Jesus through the power of the 
Spirit is hard at work showing the world his grace, mercy, and peace. He 
does this by calling the world to repentance and trust in the King of 
Kings, who alone brings order to our disordered world. He is at work  
bringing this greater kingdom to bear on the world, and you and I get to 
be part of it in His church.  When you get disillusioned by the shenanigans 
happening on the political level remember we belong to another kingdom, 
and often behind the scenes, that kingdom continues to move forward.  
“Lord, help us love our neighbor, and help us to know and believe that your 
Kingdom is at hand!”   

Yours in Christ,  

Pastor Krenz  

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, 227 Goodhaven Street 

Columbia, IL  62236  618.281.4600  stpauls-lcms.org  

facebook.com/stpaulscolumbiail 

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church Mission Statement: 

Proclaim Christ, 

 Teach Christ’s Word & Reflect Christ’s Love to All! 
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Sunday Sermon Schedule:  8 am & 10:30 am  &  Monday 6:30 pm 

November 9th-  “The God who Rescues”  Exodus 3:1-15 

November 16th- “A Day of Healing Shall Come”  Malachi 4:1-6 

November 23rd- “He Does it All” Colossians 1:13-20  

November 27th - Thanksgiving Service (9 am) 

November 30th- “Walking in the Light of Christ”  Romans 13:11-14   

Fall/Winter/Spring Weekly Worship Schedule 

Sunday Worship Monday Worship Bible Studies & Education 

8 am Divine Service 

10:30 am Divine Service   

6:30 pm Divine Service Sunday: 9:15 am Adult Bible Study, SS Hour, Youth 

Tuesdays: 7:15 am Men’s Bible Study 

Wednesdays: 10 –11 am Women’s Bible Study 

Wednesdays: 4 & 7 pm Junior Confirmation 

2nd Friday/Monthly: 6:30 pm Adult Bible Study Group 

Advent services in December… 

Wednesdays  11 am and 6 pm  11/5, 11/12 and 11/19 


